BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
possibility of keeping industry supplied with the
necessary quantities of raw materials. The longer the
war lasted therefore the more important Great Britain's
air arm would become because it would be backed by
an industry liberally supplied with all the necessary
raw materials. If necessary replacement planes would
be built far away from the scene of conflict in Canada,
and flown over to Great Britain for service.
At the same time land warfare would develop into
a vast and increasing expenditure of war materials,
and therefore the decisive point would not be how many
soldiers Great Britain could put into the field, but how
many arms and ammunition factories she could keep
going at full blast, and how many skilled workers she
could keep at home on the job.
We can readily imagine that on the basis of these
guiding principles the British government has probably
drawn up some definite table of preferences in its
armament programme, perhaps something like the
following : first of all, air defence at home by an air
force capable of repulsing foreign air attack and
launching a counter-attack, so that Great Britain shall
not be decisively defeated in the first air onslaught;
secondly, measures to safeguard the import of supplies
from abroad ; thirdly, the building up of a powerful
armament industry and the preparation of industry in
general for the switch-over to war production ; and,
fourthly and finally, the preparation of an expedition-
ary force to take its part in the armed struggle on
continental soil.